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in land & the Queen trusts that the interests of all classes will be
properly guarded.
The Queen is glad that Mr. Bright & Mr. Chamberlain are
working so well with the rest of the Govt but she still thinks it
wld be as well if Mr. Gladstone could judiciously give a hint that
it is not fitting for a responsible Minister to speak publicly against
the House of Lords as Mr. Bright did at Birmingham.
728                  Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                   OSBORNE. January 5. 1881.
The Ministers1 are waiting for your answer.2 I think a positive
declaration of not retaining Kandahar most dangerous. Any-
thing short of a positive declaration I would consent to.
729                 Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                         OSBORNE. Jan. 5. 1881.
I strongly object to stipulation about Candahar, as I was
assured nothing should be yet declared as to the abandonment.
Cannot this be omitted from the Speech ?
730  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
\Telegram\                                                         Jan. 5. 1881.
Candahar. Cabinet advised and deem urgent. Sixth Sep-
tember now four months ago. Viceroy afterwards informed.
Dispatch unusually delayed in deference to Your Majesty's wishes
but went on nth November. We deem it impossible to withhold
from Parliament basis of policy, and terms of announcement are
studiously guarded as to time.
731                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 180.)
OSBORNE. Jan. 5. 1881.
The Queen in approving the Speech generally, commands the
Ministers in Attendance to convey to the Cabinet her disapproval
of that part of the Speech referring to Kandahar; & the Queen
only gives her assent to the Speech under the express understand-
ing that the Cabinet will give her an assurance that, should cir-
cumstances arise rendering the retention of Kandahar desirable, the
Government will not hesitate to continue to hold that position,
1 Ministers in attendance on the Queen at Osborne.
2 As to the revision of the Queen's Speech.